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slope that's so steep 
it's hard to get off the 
road, even on foot. 
But even so, repeat-
ing the route let us 
see plants we missed 
the first time around.  
 
Even though the time 
of year was the same, 
we didn't see inflo-
rescences of H. badilloi on our first trip, and mistook its 
speckled, tightly packed pseudostems for the more com-
mon H. obscuroides. We were lucky to see the pretty spe-

cies in flower 
this time. In the 
upper stretches 
of the Anchicayá 
road we also saw 
basal blooming 
Costus plow-
manii  and a new 
species of Cala-
thea that Helen 
Kennedy is de-
scribing from 
material collect-
ed in Eduardo 

Calderon's private reserve during the HSI trip.  Somehow 
both of these escaped our attention on the first visit, in 
spite of careful explo-
rations. Calathea con-
gesta is also resident in 
this area, with its 
graceful long petioles 
and starburst inflo-
rescence.  
 
All HSI members were 
treated to a photo of 
dingy-red H. rhodantha 
in one of Bruce's  

 

Further travels and discoveries in Colom-
bia's Western Range 
Carla Black   carla@volcanbaru.com 
 

In July 2014 Bruce Dunstan, my husband, Angel Rodri-
guez, and I made yet another trip to Colombia's western 
range, called the Cordillera Occidental in that country. 
 
Bruce wrote about two of his previous trips in HSI Bulle-
tins issues 17(3), 18(2) and 18(3). We returned to one 
area of special interest, the Anchicayá Valley. But all the 
others were new to us, and some had not been visited by 
the great Heliconia taxonomists in Colombia, Abalo & 
Morales. It was no surprise that we saw a couple of red 
pendents that defied classification! 
 
Angel and I arrived in 
Cali 24 hours before 
Bruce, so we took a day 
trip to the nearby tourist 
destination called Km. 
18 in wooded highlands, 
at about 1800 meters 
elevation. H. burleana 
and H. montana were 
just as pretty as on my 
other visits. Bruce ar-
rived that evening; by 
the next morning he pre-
tended to be over jetlag, 
so we headed out early, 
and the real adventure 
was underway.  
 
When Bruce and I visited Colombia for the first time in 
2011, our guide Emilio Constantino took us to the An-
chicayá Valley where we spent two days in the richly 
biodiverse zone. The 2012 conference post-tour group 
ventured a short distance down this road, with police es-
cort, but we weren't allowed to go far. The one-lane dirt 
road, that was once the main route to Colombia's only 
Pacific port city, hangs precariously on a densely wooded  

Heliconia burleana 

Heliconia montana 

Carla is dwarfed by a huge Xanthosoma 

Calathea aff congesta 
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Heliconia Society International Conserva-
tion Program 
 
 
 

Dave Skinner, Conservation Coordinator 
conservation@heliconia.org 
 
In the December 2014 issue of the Bulletin, we explained 
the Heliconia Society's Conservation Program, how we 
will leverage off the IUCN Red List assessments to de-
termine species of Zingiberales that are endangered, and 
how we will consult the BGCI data to determine whether 
an endangered species has been conserved ex situ in a 
public botanical garden. 
 
Here is the list of Heliconia species showing which ones 
have been assessed by IUCN and how many BGCI gar-
dens are reporting it in their live collections.  Of 206 spe-
cies (excluding varieties, subspecies or cultivars), only 
54 have been assessed, and most of these were done un-
der the old IUCN system published in the 1997 Red List.   
 

Clearly there is a strong need for better information on 
the threat status for Heliconia.   
 
You can be a par t of this program and contr ibute to 
the conservation of these plants.   Please look over the 
listings below.   
 

If you see a Heliconia species that you believe to be rare 
or endangered in the wild, but it has not yet been formally 
assessed by IUCN in either the 1997 list or the current 
(2014) list, please bring it to our attention by emailing the 
Conservation Coordinator, Dave Skinner at conserva-
tion@heliconia.org and we will work towards getting a 
formal assessment conducted. 
 
If you can help by donating a living plant of a species that 
is not already listed in the BGCI data, let us know and we 
can coordinate your donation to a participating public 
botanical garden, to ensure the species will be available 
for scientific study or repopulation in the wild as might 
be needed.  

 
 

 
 

Heliconia Species with number of BGCI locations and IUCN statuses 

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN  
Status  
1997 

IUCN  
Status  
2014 

H. abaloi       

H. acuminata 12     

H. adflexa       

H. aemygdiana 12     

H. albicosta 1     

H. angelica       

H. angusta 29 Vulnerable   

H. antio-
quiensis       

H. apparicioi       

H. arrecta       

H. atratensis 1     

H. atropur-
purea   Rare   

H. aurantiaca 27     

H. auriculata       

H. badilloi       

H. barryana   Endangered   

H. beckneri 5 Endangered   

 

 
 
 
H. bella 1 Endagered   

H. berriziana       

H. berryi 1   Vulnerable 

H. bihai 118     

H. boultoniana 1     

H. bourgaeana 13     

H. brachyantha       

H. brenneri     Vulnerable 

H. burleana       

H. calatheaphylla   Endagered   

H. caquetensis       

H. carajaensis       

H. caribaea 66     

H. carmelae 2     

H. chartacea 35     

H. chiriquina       

H. chryocraspeda       

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN  
Status  
1997 

IUCN  
Status  
2014 
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H. clinophila 3 Vulnerable   

H. colgantea 5 Rare   

H. collinsiana 26 Rare   

H. combinata       

H. cordata       

H. crassa   Endangered   

H. cristata 1     

H. cucullata       

H. curtispatha 4     

H. danielsiana 1 Vulnerable   

H. darienensis       

H. dasyantha 1 Rare   

H. densiflora 9     

H. dielsiana 1     

H. donstonea       

H. episcopalis 19     

H. estherae 1     

H. estiletioides 1     

H. excelsa 4   Vulnerable 

H. farinosa 3 Vulnerable Least Concern 

H. faunorum 1     

H. fernandezii 1     

H. flabellata 1   Data Defcient 

H. foreroi       

H. fragilis 1     

H. fredberryna     Vulnerable 

H. fugax       

H. gaiboriana     Vulnerable 

H. gigantea       

H. gloriosa 1     

H. gracilis 2     

H. griggsiana 10     

H. harlingii 1     

H. hirsuta 23     

H. holmquistna       

H. huilensis 1     

H. ignescens 4 Rare   

H. imbricata 8     

H. impudica       

H. indica 44     

H. intermedia       

H. irrasa 11     

H. julianii       

H. juruana 1     

H. kautzkiana       

H. lanata 2     

H. lankesteri 3     

H. lankesteri var. 
rubra   Rare   

H. lasiorachis 3     

H. latispatha 60     

H. laufao 2     

H. laxa 1     

H. lentiginosa       

H. librata 5     

H. lingulata 15     

H. litana     Vulnerable 

H. longiflora 4     

H. longissima 4     

H. lophocarpa   Rare   

H. lourteigiae       

H. lozanoi       

H. luciae       

H. lutea 5 Vulnerable   

H. luteoviridis       

H. lutheri     Vulnerable 

H. maculata 1 Endangered   

H. magnifica 6 Endangered   

H. mantenensis       

H. marginata 8     

H. mariae 15     

H. markiana     Vulnerable 

H. mathiasiae 8     

H. meridensis       

H. metallica 28     

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN  
Status  
1997 

IUCN  
Status  
2014 

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN  
Status  
1997 

IUCN  
Status  
2014 
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 H. monteverdensis 1     

H. mooreana       

H. mucilagina       

H. mucronata       

H. mutisiana 5     

H. nariniensis       

H. necrobracteata 2 Endangered   

H. nickeriensis 6     

H. nigripraefixa 2     

H. nitida       

H. nubigena       

H. nutans 2 Rare   

H. obscura 5   Vulnerable 

H. obscuroides 1     

H. oleosa       

H. orthotricha 1     

H. osaensis 4 Rare   

H. paka 4     

H. paludigena     Vulnerable 

H. papuana 5     

H. pardoi     Vulnerable 

H. pastazae 4     

H. paulii       

H. peckenpaughii     Vulnerable 

H. pendula 36     

H. penduloides 2     

H. peteriana     Vulnerable 

H. plagiotropa 1     

H. platystachys 16     

H. pogonantha 4     

H. pogonantha var. 
pubescens   Rare   

H. pogonantha var. 
veraguasensis   Vulnerable   

H. pruinosa       

H. pseudoaemygdi-
ana 7     

H. psittacorum 140     

H. ramonensis 6     

H. ramonensis var. 
glabra   Endangered   

H. ramonensis var. 
lanuginosa   Endangered   

H. ramonensis var. 
ramonensis   Rare   

H. ramonensis var. 
xanthotricha   Vulnerable   

H. rauliniana 9     

H. regalis 4     

H. reptans 3     

H. reticulata       

H. revoluta       

H. rhodantha       

H. richardiana 9     

H. rigida 1     

H. riopalenquensis 1   Vulnerable 

H. rivularis       

H. robertoi       

H. robusta       

H. rodriguensis       

H. rodriguezii   Vulnerable   

H. rostrata 91     

H. sanctae-martae       

H. sanctae-
theresae 1     

H. santaremensis       

H. sarapiquensis 3     

H. scarlatina 1     

H. schiedeana 14     

H. schumanniana 2     

H. sclerotricha 2   
Near 
Threaened 

H. secunda 2 Vulnerable   

H. secunda viridi-
flora 2     

H. sessilis 1 Endangered   

H. signa-hispanica       

H. solomonensis 5     

H. spathocircinada 7     

H. spiralis 1     

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN Sta-
tus 1997 

IUCN Status 
2014 

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN Sta-
tus 1997 

IUCN Status 
2014 
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Images of some unusual and beautiful heliconias. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H. spissa 6     

H. standleyi 5     

H. stella-maris       

H. steyermarkii 1     

H. stilesii 4 Rare   

H. stricta 113     

H. subulata 11     

H. sucrei       

H. sylvicola       

H. tacarcunae       

H. talamancana 4     

H. tandayapensis 1     

H. tenebrosa       

H. terciopela       

H. thomasiana 4 Vulnerable   

H. timothei       

H. titanum 1     

H. tortuosa 13     

H. trichocarpa 5     

H. tridentata       

H. triflora       

H. umbrophila 2 Endangered   

H. uxpanapensis 1     

H. vaginalis 10     

H. vellerigera 13     

H. velutina       

H. venusta       

H. villosa 1     

H. virginalis 1   Vulnerable 

H. wagneriana 36     

H. willisiana     
Data Defi-
cient 

H. wilsonii 2     

H. xanthovillosa 5 Endangered   

H. zebrina 4 Rare   

Species 
BGCI 
Loca-
tions 

IUCN Sta-
tus 1997 

IUCN Sta-
tus 2014 

Heliconia cucullata 

H. impudica H. lophocarpa 

H. lozanoi H. nitida 

H. pardoi H. peteriana 


