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‘Red Lollipop’

PARENTAGE: Costus erythrothyrsus

ORIGIN: Per Glenn Stokes, obtained from Mark Collins
DESCRIPTION: Described in Stokes Catalog as follows:
A fantastic new costus that is compact (24"-30") that has
numerous shiny-red 3" pikes on separate 1' basal stems.
Sometimes cones are produced terminally on spiral stems.
Plant blooms profusely at any time of year. Spikes retain
color long after small orange flowers are gone.
REFERENCE Stokes Tropicals catalog.
PHOTO: no photo available

'Red Rose'

PARENTAGE: Costus osae

ORIGIN: Unknown.

DESCRIPTION: Described in Stokes Catalog as follows:
A beautiful native of Costa Rica is popular because of its
attractive red inflorescences. The round fuzzy leaves help
make this plant attractive as a foliage plant. A delight to
touch. The plant will grow to 3' (1.8m) in shade. Cultivar
name is established but description does not distinguish
this from other specimens of species Costus osae.
REFERENCE: Stokes Tropicals Catalog 1999
PHOTO: no photo available

‘Silver Leaf"

PARENTAGE: Costus
erythrophyllus

ORIGIN: In general
cultivation in the US
for many years, origin
unknown, name from
plant tag as received
by Dave Skinner.
DESCRIPTION: This
form of C. erythro-
phyllus is apparently
named for the silvery

sheen when the deeply plicate leaves are seen under cer-
tain lighting conditions. The leaf color is a medium green.
This cultivar is similar to 'Grey Ghost' except for the leaf
color, the more deeply plicate leaves, the stems which are
green except at the base, and the deeply lobed ligules
which are slightly longer at 25-30 mm. The plant grows to
about 1 1/2 meters tall and is glabrous. The bracts have
long, leafy appendages and the flowers are

white with red stripes.

REFERENCE: www.gingersrus.com/DataSheet.php?
PID=7351. PHOTO: www.heliconia.org/Registry/
Costus_SilverLeaf.jpg

'Southern Cross'
PARENTAGE:
Costus 'Tropicais' x
comosus var.
bakeri

ORIGIN: Dave
Skinner hybrid.
DESCRIPTION:
This is a hybrid of
‘Tropicais' with the
common C. como-
sus var. bakeri,
which is often sold
under the incorrect
name of C. barba-

tus. Itis a vigorous
grower and easy to flower. The plant often flowers at 1 to
1 1/2 meters but can grow much taller. It is mostly gla-
brous except for the pubescence on the undersides of the
leaves. Leaves have cordate leaf base and ligules are trun-
cate, 3-5 mm long. The bracts are bright red but not ap-
pendaged and the flowers are bright yellow and tubular.
REFERENCE: www.gingersrus.com/DataSheet.php?
PID=745. PHOTO: www.heliconia.org/Registry/
Costus_SouthernCross.jpg

'Sweet Charlotte’
PARENTAGE:

Costus guanaiensis
ORIGIN:  Origin
unknown, plant
found in green-
house at the Uni-
versity of North
Carolina in Char-
lotte, they said it
was received many
years ago from an
orchid collector in
Orlando, Florida.
Named and intro-
duced by Dave

Skinner.

DESCRIPTION: A compact form of the diverse species C.
guanaiensis. Grows to about 1 meter tall and wide, free
flowering both from basal shoots and terminal on leafy
stems. Stems, ligules, petiole, leaves, bracts, bracteoles
andcalyx are all thickly covered with short hairs. Inflo-
rescence is typical C. guanaiensis with green bract append-
ages and creamy white flowers with spreading type label-
lum, red striped and yellow throat. Flowers have a long
deeply incised anther crest 25-28 mm from the

thecae to the apex.

REFERENCE: www.gingersrus.com/DataSheet.php?
PID=7531. PHOTO: www.heliconia.org/Registry/
Costus_SweetCharlotte.jpg






