Lessons Learned
From Tropical Field Work

Dave Skinner



First a little taxonomy

Heliconiaceae

The Zingiberales



My specialty = Family Costaceae

Ta peinochilos - 16 species, from Australia & New Guinea
Dimerocostus — 2 species from Central and South America
Monocostus — 1 species, from small area of Peru
Chamaecostus — new genus, 7 species from South America
Paracostus — new genus, 6 species from Borneo and Africa
Cheilocostus - new genus, 5 species from Asia

Costus - over 100 species from tropical Americas and Africa



Lessons Learned

There are many errors in identification of Costus
species in US horticulture.

The natural habitats of Costus vary widely
between species.

The natural diversity within a species is much
wider than most people realize. Until you spend
some time in the field, you are only seeing ONE
-ORM cloned from the plants in cultivation.

am just beginning to really understand these
olants by seeing them in nature.




COSTUS SPICATUS

Costus scaber
(sold as C. spicatus and other names)

Stokes Tropicals Catalog ‘

A WONDERFUL
CENTERPIECE PLANT
FOR

YOUR PATIO

OR GARDEN
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COSTUS SPICATUS

Called the ‘Indianhead’ ginger. It is a rather
common species that is easy to grow.
Produces red cones in summer with orange
flowers; can be used as a cut flower. Grows 6'
(1.8m) to 7' (2.1m) in medium sun.
Qutstanding spiralling stems. Makes great
container plant. Zone 8 and higher.

F25E50 RRZOME ....c..oiivenrviverivivivisnererns 56.95
32551 Growing Plant ...............ccorvs. S12.95
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COSTUS SP. ‘French Kiss'

COSTUS SP. ‘French Kiss'

Called ‘French Kiss' because of its brilliant red
conical terminal inflorescence. General form
of the plant is similar to Costus spicatus.
Grows 5' to &' in medium shade to full sun.
Nice addition for the Costus enthusiast. Zone
9 and higher. Quantities limited.

RN ARISIZINIE, or oo vsxepnveaessasnssronerminses S$7.95
32201 Growing PIant................cccov.. S513.95
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The true Costus spicatus
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Diversity and Habitats of Costus scaber

From US Horticulture

From Ecuador



More Costus scaber from Peru




Costus scaber from Costa Rica




Costus arabicus
(sold as C. amazonicus)

COSTUS AMAZONICUS VARIEGATED
A beautiful short (1'-3') growing plant with
yellow and white flowers. Variegated leaves

(more white than green) and spiraling stem
are main attraction. Native to Brazil, Ecuador,
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COSTUS AMAZONICUS VARIEGATED and Peru. Zone 9 and higher. Full shade to
medium sun.
FLTO0 - RRZOME . i s viibssnassosss 513.95
31701 Growing Plant....................... 520.95
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The true Costus amazonicus




Habitats of Costus arabicus




Costus productus
(sold as C. curvibracteatus)
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This vigorous grower produces many small
reddish orange inflorescences that bloom
until mid-winter. Plant is tender and needs

COSTUS CURVIBRACTEATUS to be greenhoused. Used for cut flowers and
as pot plants. Native to Central America. Zone
10 and higher. Grows to 2' (60cm) in shade.
1800 RIUUZOME oi.s vvrivssneisovisororroasnngss S12.95

31801 Growing Plant....................... S18.95
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The true Costus curvibracteatus




Costus comosus var. bakeri
(sold as Costus barbatus)

. Stokes Tropicals Catalog
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= / % Called red tower” ginger. Fall in love with this
wonderful plant by feeling the undersides of
R the leaves, which are as soft as down. The
il stems are slender and tend to spiral out of the
B cround and sway like charmed snakes. Like
M many tropical plants, they look best when
‘ among friends. Spiral leafed 6' 1o 8' tall with

COSTUS BARBATUS huge 7" (17.5cm) to 13" (32.5¢cm) tall deep-
red inflorescence with large yellow flowers.
Medium to full sun. Flowers April through

November. Zone 9 and higher.
Hummingbirds love them. Quantities limited

31750 RRIZOME .....cocvvvorevrisessreressrases S10.95
31751 Growing Plant .............cceoeeeee. 518.95
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Other examples of Diversity of Form

Costus lasius — Peru, Panama, Costa Rica



Costus guanaiensis

(Ecuador, Panama, Costa Rica)
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Facts and Myths About Tropical Field Work

Dangerous snakes, crocodiles, other animals

Dangerous human animals - robbery and
mugging

Mosquitoes and other insects

Too hot and rainy



Bringing Plants Home

* USDA Import Permits

— Small Lot Seed Permit

* Phyto-sanitary certificates

* Export restrictions



